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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Companion to
Paleopathology (Wiley Blackwell Companions to Anthropology):

A Companion to Paleopathol ogy offers a comprehensive overview of this rapidly growing sub- field of physical
anthropology. Presents a broad overview of the field of paleopathology, integrating theoretical and methodol ogical
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approaches to understand biological and disease processes throughout human history Demonstrates how

pal eopathology sheds light on the past through the analysis of human and non-human skeletal materials, mummified
remains and preserved tissue | ntegrates scientific advances in multiple fields that contribute to the understanding of
ancient and historic diseases, such as epidemiology, histology, radiology, parasitology, dentistry, and molecular
biology, aswell as archaeological, archival and historical research. Highlights cultural processes that have an impact
on the evolution of illness, death and dying in human populations, including subsistence strategies, human
environmental adaptations, the effects of malnutrition, differential access to resources, and interpersonal and
intercultural violence

"The book charts developing maturity reflecting theexcellent work of the early pioneers but emphasising the
biggerquestions which research today facilitates such as how and whydiseases develop, determining their frequency in
the past andidentifying how humans respond under different conditions andcircumstances. Such questions have
relevance for understandingdiseases and their trgjectories in contemporarypopulations.” ("Chromatographia,” 1
August2013) Thisis aremarkable collection of syntheses of key areas of paleopathology, all written by leading
authorities. The comprehensive treatment of each topic makes for an invaluable source.Clark Spencer Larsen,The
Ohio State University Thisisthe only single volume that contains virtually all the divergent methods, theories, and
approaches current in this ever-evolving field.Jerry Rose,University of Arkansas Drawing together leading experts
from diverse backgrounds, thisisareal showcase for the multidisciplinary nature of paleopathol ogyMegan
Brickley,McMaster UniversityFrom the Back CoverA Companion to Paleopathology offers a comprehensive overview
of this growing interdisciplinary field, with newly commissioned essays written by distinguished researchers from the
biological, medical and social sciences.Together, these essays explore advances and provide analyses for amore
effective understanding of the history of human illness and disease. Each essay provides a snapshot of a key area of
research in paleopathology, such as histology, epidemiology, diet, or DNA analysis, describing its theoretical
underpinnings, methods and techniques, and exposing ongoing issues and controversies. A Companion to

Pal eopathol ogy provides a unique resource on the scope and future direction of paleopathology.



