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Gavin Francis : Adventures in Human Being: A Grand Tour from the Cranium to the Calcaneum  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adventures in Human Being: 
A Grand Tour from the Cranium to the Calcaneum: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not Enough On Anatomy and Medical Practice, Too Much on Other 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0465079687


StuffBy Anne MillsI was disappointed in this book, given its fascinating topic and the excellent reviews that it 
received. For me, the most positive thing about the book were the stories about the writer's interactions with his 
patients -- deeply human, and often deeply moving. I wish that there had been of this -- showing how medicine is 
actually practiced -- and more information about its putative subject, anatomy. In exchange, I could have done with a 
good deal less of the historical material and various other wanderings. The book would also have been much 
improved, I think, by accurate and readable anatomical diagrams. Given that so many people very much liked the 
book, my response may be more my problem than the authors. But those who like a book that sticks to its subject may 
be disappointed.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Anatomical "Melody" Set to Narrative "Music" 
through Complementary "Harmonies"By Dr. Robert S. FreyJust finished savoring and reflecting on the book, 
Adventures in Human Being. I appreciated many dimensions of this work, most particularly the primary medical and 
anatomical melody complemented by multiple harmonies that encompassed human custom, linguistics, history, and 
archaeology, as well as philosophy, poetry, and psychology. The organic connectedness of the volume makes it all the 
more compelling. I came away with far greater appreciation for seemingly mundane entities, such as my hands and 
feet. In addition, Dr. Francis's deeply respectful yet matter-of-fact treatment of the end of human life was uplifting, and 
indeed inspiring. In many ways, this work sounded a similar chord with the writing of the late Harvard zoologist and 
geologist, Dr. Stephen Jay Gould, who had written about human beingsat the corebeing essentially wet biology.12 of 
13 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely Fascinating!By DeborahI am not good at writing reviews 
and I feel this one deserves someone else to write it. However let me say that this book was such a pleasure to read! I 
love medicine and have read quite a few books but this one beats them all. So well written. So interesting!

"Adventures in Human Being, with its deft mix of the clinical and the lyrical, is a triumph of the eloquent brain and the 
compassionate heart."--Wall Street Journal
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