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Harold J. Morowitz : Beginnings of Cellular Life: Metabolism Recapitulates Biogenesis  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beginnings of Cellular Life: Metabolism 
Recapitulates Biogenesis: 
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hypotheses on the origin of life generally surround the priming by hereditary material, by partitioning by micelles, or 
by early metabolic cycling. In Beginnings of Cellular Life, Harold Morowitz argues a sort of combination between the 
latter two, connecting the physical chemistries of carbon fixation, properties of C, O, H, N, P, and S, and extremely 
specific array of small (

In this book an internationally renowned scientist presents a radically new theory of the origin of life on Earth 4 billion 
years ago.Harold J. Morowitz postulates that the first step toward the origin of life was the spontaneous condensation 
of amphiphilic molecules to form vesicles (or protocells). This hypothesis provides a framework for reexamining the 
emergence of cellularity. Morowitz further proposes that core metabolic processes have not changed for some 3.8 
billion years, so we can use a study of modern biochemistry to advance our knowledge about the chemical processes 
of the earliest protocells. Morowitz views origin of life issues from the perspective of certain constructs in the 
philosophy of science that provide guideposts to formulating and assessing hypotheses. This book presents a unique 
discussion among origin-of-life books on the relation between science and epistemology on the difficult problem of 
learning about the very distant past.


