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This is the first English-language publication of the complete works of the great Spanish neurohistologist, Santiago 
Ramon y Cajal, on the cerebral cortex. The new translations include all Cajal's very early contributions on the cortex 
of small mammals, relevant chapters from his definitive textbook, and all his great works on the human cerebral cortex 
made at the peak of his career. The book also presents Cajal's surveys of cortical structure dating from his later years. 
It is extensively annotated, and the editors have verified and completed all Cajal's references. Special introductory 
chapters review the state of knowledge during each period covered, and the work concludes with an extensive essay on 
modern cortical neurohistology in which the quality and lasting significance of Cajal's contributions are highlighted.

"This book is more than an accurate and chronological account of Cajal's contributions to our understanding of the 
structural organization of the cerebral cortex. It is filled with many of Cajal's original concepts and interpretations on 
the nature of the nervous system. It describes whenand how many of his remarkable discoveries were made, and 
narrates anecdotally colorful points of interest....It often utilizes with simplicity and elegance Cajal's own words to 
describe his thoughts and concepts....The book, at the end, summarizes our present organizational conception of 
thecerebral cortex, reflecting how much we have taken from, and still owe, to Cajal's original contributions."--Miguel 
Marin-Padilla, M.D., Dartmouth Medical School"It is amazing to read Cajal so many years after the original 
publication and find that despite all the technical advances he is still fresh, readable, accurate, and valuable. To have 
the English translation done by two neuroscientists, one of whom is a native speaker of Spanish, is the bestof possible 
worlds. We have had to wait a long time for this book, and many will feel that they must have it."--Dr. Pasko Rakic, 
Yale University School of Medicine"The papers, lectures, and book chapters give the student a chance to follow the 
development of an astute, careful and absolutely honest observer as he increases his skills, learns from his mistakes, 
enlarges his understanding. This is a rare opportunity."--Nature"In this important book all the publications of Ramon y 
Cajal that include details of the cerebral cortex have been retranslated, Cajal's illustrations presented, and the material 
commented on and brought up-to-date....It is very valuable to have all the information and drawings of Cajal'swork on 
the cerebral cortex brought together in one volume."--International Journal of Biochemistry"Provides for the first time 
English translations of all Cajal's work on the cerebral cortex. DeFelipe and Jones are to be congratulated on an 
outstanding book, which is not only an excellent testimony to the remarkable, pioneering endeavors of Cajal, but also 
germane to modernresearchers....Strongly recommended to neuroscientists as well as to those who are primarily 
concerned with the historical origins of neurohistology."--Bulletin of the History of Medicine"Fascinating...Should be 
in every neuroscience library and students should be encouraged to read it, if only to understand how much valuable 
information may be discovered by meticulous observation."--Journal of Anatomy"A fascinating insight into the 
structure of Cajal's thinking and ideas...A most valuable contribution to the study of the history of the nervous system. 
The authors have made available a major segment of Cajal's work in a competent translation along with scholarly 
comment on its significance.The book is essential reading for anyone interested in the origins of modern 
neuroscience."--Medical History"A great treasure...It reads almost as a modern bestseller of a mystery or detective 
novel, where one of the greatest stories of scientific discovery unfolds before our eyes...Should be on the bookshelves 
of every institution and individual engaged in the study of theneurosciences."--NeuroscienceLanguage NotesText: 
English, Spanish (translation)About the AuthorJavier DeFelipe, Collaborator, Cajal Institute, Madrid. Edward G. 
Jones, Chairman, Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, University of California, Irvine. 


