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From Oxford University Press : Clinical Mycology  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Clinical Mycology: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy butchVery informative book on Mycology. Most 
medical professionals do not know much regarding mycology.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The 
book arrived in great condition. There is a lot of informationBy ritadThe book arrived in great condition. There is a lot 
of information, but it is just what I am looking for.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy 
Gloria G.It was ok

Within the field of infectious diseases, medical mycology has experienced significant growth over the last decade. 
Invasive fungal infections have been increasing in many patient populations, including: those with AIDS; transplant 
recipients; and the elderly. As these populations grow, so does the diversity of fungal pathogens. Paralleling this 
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development, there have been recent launches of several new antifungal drugs and therapies. Clinical Mycology offers 
a comprehensive review of this discipline. Organized by types of fungi, this volume covers microbiologic, 
epidemiologic and demographic aspects of fungal infections as well as diagnostic, clinical, therapeutic, and preventive 
approaches. Special patient populations are also detailed.

From The New England Journal of MedicineAbout 40 years ago, when I started seeing patients in my specialty of 
infectious diseases, systemic fungal infections were relatively uncommon. The literature consisted mostly of case 
reports and uncontrolled descriptive studies, and little time was given to discussing clinical mycology at national 
meetings. Times have changed. Clinical mycology could almost warrant a subspecialty designation because of the 
number of patients who are infected, the expansion of literature that deals with the basic mechanism of pathogenesis 
and virulence of fungal infections, and the number of controlled clinical studies on the topic. Forty years ago, the only 
drug that was available to treat systemic fungal infections was amphotericin B. In 2004, at least 10 antifungal agents 
are approved to treat systemic infections (not counting combinations), and more drugs are in the pipeline. (Figure) 
This relatively recent explosion of literature on mycology clearly needs to be brought together into one sourcebook. 
Dismukes, Pappas, and Sobel have succeeded in doing this in a splendid fashion. Dismukes and Pappas have been 
conducting clinical studies on antifungal agents for many years as participants in the Bacteriology and Mycology 
Study Group, sponsored by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Dr. Sobel is a leading clinical 
investigator focusing on candida infections. The three editors have assembled an impressive list of contributors to put 
together a well-written, informative textbook about all of the important systemic and superficial fungal infections. This 
book is oriented toward the clinician. The general section on medical mycology is brief, as is the general section on 
epidemiology. That is probably as it should be in a book that is focused on clinical mycology. The chapter on 
laboratory aspects of medical mycology would have been helped by a table or a figure summarizing general taxonomy. 
The excellent section on systemic antifungal drugs is up to date and complete -- and the tables summarizing the 
options for treatment are particularly helpful. Many of the recommendations are repeated in the chapters on individual 
mycoses, but repetition is good when it emphasizes important points in diagnosis and therapy. Clinical studies and 
treatment guidelines for the individual groups of infections are summarized in easy-to-read tables. In every case, the 
recommendations are reasonable and consistent with the source literature, and the editing is excellent. The section that 
describes special populations of patients who are highly susceptible to systemic fungal infections emphasizes the 
book's clinical orientation and answers all the important questions about epidemiology, diagnosis, prophylaxis, and 
treatment. Minor points to mention are that the chapters dealing with medical mycology and epidemiology are the least 
useful ones and could be combined. The color photographs of patients with various fungal diseases are excellent but 
would be more helpful if they were incorporated into the relevant chapters. As I read the book, I wondered whether 
experts in the field could learn something from it. My answer is yes. Old material is reviewed, and the authors' 
conclusions and recommendations are reasonable. The book also presents material that was new to me, even in areas 
in which I have a special interest. This textbook will be very useful to any specialist in infectious diseases or to any 
physician who cares for immunodeficient patients. It will greatly add to the information covered by standard textbooks 
on medicine and infectious diseases and will answer many questions that are now the subject of Internet searches. I 
look forward to using it extensively in my practice. Gerald Medoff, M.D.Copyright 2004 Massachusetts Medical 
Society. All rights reserved. The New England Journal of Medicine is a registered trademark of the MMS. "...this book 
can be recommended to all physicians interested in the treatment of fungal infections. It is informative and provides a 
sound basis of knowledge for diagnosis and treatment of fungal infections." --CID"This relatively recent explosion of 
literature on mycology clearly needs to be brought together into one sourcebook. Dismukes, Pappas, and Sobel have 
succeeded in doing this in a splendid fashion. This textbook will be very useful to any specialist in infectious 
disease..." --New England Journal of Medicine"An up-to-date text on mycology featuring clinical descriptions, 
diagnostic and treatment issues. A great source on the subject." --Journal of the American Association of Forensic 
Dentists"Each chapter could stand alone as a definitive monograph on a fungal topic with references sufficiently 
current to rival leading periodicals. An insert of more than 100 color photographs is included, many of which are 
classic illustrations of the morphologic characteristics of important fungi or the manifestations of disease." -Annals of 
Internal MedicineAbout the AuthorWilliam E. Dismukes and Peter G. Pappas are both at University of Alabama 
School of Medicine at Birmingham. Jack D. Sobel is at the Wayne State University School of Medicine. 


