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Roger Hull : Comparative Plant Virology, Second Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Comparative Plant Virology, Second Edition: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic!By mic2536I purchased this text as a reference for a Plant 
Virology class. Unlike most other required texts, this one gets constant use as I find it's matter-of-fact, concise writing 
style quick to read and easy to comprehend. I highly recommend it to anyone attempting to navigate this field.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Not bad.By B. BeyerGoes from easy explanations to deep microbiology 
with little transition or segway. A good read if you have micro background.

Comparative Plant Virology provides a complete overview of our current knowledge of plant viruses, including 
background information on plant viruses and up-to-date aspects of virus biology and control. It deals mainly with 
concepts rather than detail. The focus will be on plant viruses but due to the changing environment of how virology is 
taught, comparisons will be drawn with viruses of other kingdomes, animals, fungi and bacteria. It has been written for 
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students of plant virology, plant pathology, virology and microbiology who have no previous knowledge of plant 
viruses or of virology in general.Boxes highlight important information such as virus definition and taxonomyIncludes 
profiles of 32 plant viruses that feature extensively in the textFull color throughout

About the AuthorRoger Hull graduated in Botany from Cambridge University in 1960, and subsequently studied plant 
virus epidemiology at London Universitys Wye College, gaining a PhD in 1964. He lectured on agricultural botany 
there between 1960 and 1965. He was seconded to Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda in 1964 where he taught, 
and learnt tropical agricultural botany and studied the epidemiology of groundnut rosette disease. By watching aphids 
land on groundnut plants he gained an understanding of the edge effect of spread of virus into the field. In 1965 Roger 
Hull joined Roy Markham at the ARC Virus Research Unit in Cambridge, UK where he worked on biophysical and 
biochemical characterization of a range of viruses, especially Alfalfa mosaic virus. This work continued when he 
moved to the John Innes Institute, Norwich with Roy Markham in 1968. There Dr Hull became a project leader and 
deputy head of the Virus Research Department. In 1974 he spent a sabbatical year with Bob Shepherd in the 
University of California, Davis where he worked on the characterization of cauliflower mosaic virus. There he was 
introduced to the early stages of molecular biology which changed the direction of his research. On returning to the 
John Innes Institute he applied a molecular biological approach to the study of cauliflower mosaic virus elucidating 
that it replicated by reverse transcription, the first plant virus being shown to do so. Involvement with the Rockefeller 
Rice Biotechnology Program reawakened his interest in tropical agricultural problems and he led a large group 
studying the viruses of the rice tungro disease complex. He also promoted the use of transgenic technology to the 
control of virus diseases and was in the forefront in discussing biosafety issues associated with this approach. Moving 
from rice to bananas (plantains) his group was among those who discovered that the genome of banana streak 
badnavirus was integrated into the host genome and in certain cultivars was activated to give episomal infection - 
another first for plant viruses. He retired at the statutory age in 1997. Dr Hull is an Honorary Professor at Peking and 
Fudan Universities, a Doctoris Honoris Causa at the University of Perpignan, France, and a Fellow of the American 
Phytopathological Society. He is an Emeritus Fellow at the John Innes Centre where he continued research on banana 
streak virus for five or more years after retirement. He has published over 225 peer-reviewed papers on plant virology, 
many reviews and four books including the previous edition of Plant Virology and Comparative Plant Virology. In 
retirement Roger Hull became involved in promoting the uptake of transgenic technology by developing countries as 
one approach to alleviating food insecurity. He is on the International faculty of e-learning diploma course training 
decision makers, mainly in developing countries, in plant biotechnology regulation. His other interests are gardening, 
bird watching, travelling and his children and grandchildren. 


