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Mark Elwood : Critical Appraisal of Epidemiological Studies and Clinical Trials (Oxford Medical Publications) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Critical Appraisal of 
Epidemiological Studies and Clinical Trials (Oxford Medical Publications): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. One of my favoritesBy Epidemiology studentthis is an excellent 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0198529554


book for advanced epidemiology students who want to find approaches to critiquing observational and experimental 
studies. The book does an excellent job walking through the logic of causation and finding threats to the validity of 
proposed causal relationships found in the medical literature. Studying this book will provide a strong foundation for 
being able to (as the title says) critically appraise epidemiological studies. Author also finds some wonderful studies to 
critique in detail.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very happy!By Sidra LiaquatJust like new! Thank 
you!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good advice for clinical researchersBy Fernando G. CostaMark 
Elwood's new book will surely enable you to discover the Clinical Trials' world in an uncommon way. Focused on the 
causation perspective ofmedical clinical problems, you will get into the different types of trials from the design aspects 
to the most accurate and precise statistical methods to analize results. You will learn to evaluate research findings with 
confidence and improve your outcomes. "Critical Appraisal of Epidemiological Studies and Clinical Trials" will be a 
useful tool for anyone who wants a genuine search of evidence-based medicine whether designing a clinical trial or 
simply studying up-to-date medical literature by sistematically reviewing its relevance, validity and results to specific 
situations.

This book presents a logical system of critical appraisal, to allow readers to evaluate studies and to carry out their own 
studies more effectively. This system emphasizes the central importance of cause and effect relationships. Its great 
strength is that it is applicable to a wide range of issues, and both to intervention trials and observational studies. This 
system unifies the often different approaches used in epidemiology, health services research, clinical trials, and 
evidence-based medicine, starting from a logical consideration of cause and effect. The author's approach to the issues 
of study design, selection of subjects, bias, confounding, and the place of statistical methods has been praised for its 
clarity and interest. Systematic reviews, meta-analysis, and the applications of this logic to evidence-based medicine, 
knowledge-based health care, and health practice and policy are discussed. Current and often controversial examples 
are used, including screening for prostate cancer, publication bias in psychiatry, public health issues in developing 
countries, and conflicts between observational studies and randomized trials. Statistical issues are explained clearly 
without complex mathematics, and the most useful methods are summarized in the appendix. The final chapters give 
six applications of the critical appraisal of major studies; randomized trials of medical treatment and prevention, a 
prospective and a retrospective cohort study, a small matched case-control study, and a large case-control study. In 
these chapters, sections of the original papers are reproduced and the original studies places in context by a summary 
of current developments.

"The premise of the book is laudable in that critical thinking and evaluation of peer-reviewed literature is imperative in 
the training of public health and clinical researchers. In general, the book lays a foundation, establishes the issues of 
bias and bias control, and provides a framework forevaluation with examples."--Doody's "The premise of the book is 
laudable in that critical thinking and evaluation of peer-reviewed literature is imperative in the training of public health 
and clinical researchers. In general, the book lays a foundation, establishes the issues of bias and bias control, and 
provides a framework for evaluation with examples."--Doody's "The premise of the book is laudable in that critical 
thinking and evaluation of peer-reviewed literature is imperative in the training of public health and clinical 
researchers. In general, the book lays a foundation, establishes the issues of bias and bias control, and provides a 
framework for evaluation with examples."--Doody's"The premise of the book is laudable in that critical thinking and 
evaluation of peer-reviewed literature is imperative in the training of public health and clinical researchers. In general, 
the book lays a foundation, establishes the issues of bias and bias control, and provides a framework for evaluation 
with examples."--Doody's"Critical Appraisal of Epidemiological Studies and Clinical Trials, 3rd Edition clearly and 
comprehensively explains how to design and evaluate clinical trials and observational studies through the lens of 
causation..."--Journal of Clinical Research Best Practices"The premise of the book is laudable in that critical thinking 
and evaluation of peer-reviewed literature is imperative in the training of public health and clinical researchers. In 
general, the book lays a foundation, establishes the issues of bias and bias control, and provides a framework for 
evaluation with examples."--Doody's"Critical Appraisal of Epidemiological Studies and Clinical Trials, 3rd Edition 
clearly and comprehensively explains how to design and evaluate clinical trials and observational studies through the 
lens of causation..."--Journal of Clinical Research Best PracticesAbout the AuthorMark Elwood is an epidemiologist 
with particular interests in cancer prevention, screening, and evidence-based medicine. He has worked in three 
continents and trained in Belfast, in Ottawa and at Harvard. He has recently returned to the British Columbia Cancer 
Agency, Vancouver, where he was the first Head of Epidemiology. He has been Professor of Epidemiology and 
Community Medicine at the University of Nottingham, UK and Director of the National Cancer Control Initiative in 
Australia. His research has focused on the prevention and early diagnosis of cancers and birth defects, the evaluation 
of clinical and public health interventions, and the evaluation of environmental hazards. Professor Elwood is the 
author of several books and over 250 scientific papers. 


