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Bryan Sykes: DNA USA: A Genetic Portrait of America before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised DNA USA: A Genetic Portrait of America:

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Of interest to those who follow DNA discoveriesBy
CustomerHaving read Bryan Sykes previous books, | find this closer in narrative style to his first book,Seven
Daughters, and thus more interesting to read than later books laden with DNA statistics.However, it isaso more like a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0871403587

travelogue of histrip across USA and not as absorbing to those of uswho are already familiar with travel across the
country.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great read. Bryan Sykes takes you on atrip ...By
CustomerA great read. Bryan Sykes takes you on atrip through America while boarding atrain across America with
his son on their last DNA collection adventure. His British viewpoint is refreshing and for serious genealogiststhisisa
book you have to read to complement your ancestral research. | read this book before reading his Saxon, Vikings and
Celtsand for an American, | am glad | did read in that sequence.O of 0 people found the following review helpful.

New Englanders pretty much European DNA while many other Americans have blackBy JImDNA of
America...surveyed Jewish seraches, Native American resistance, and Black DNA interest. New Englanders pretty
much European DNA while many other Americans have black, Native American,and European DNAmixes.Native
American DNA history was very illuminating.

Crisscrossing the continent, a renowned geneticist provides a groundbreaking examination of Americathrough its
DNA. Bryan Sykes, one of the worlds leading geneticists and best-selling author of The Seven Daughters of Eve, sets
his sights on America, one of the most genetically variegated countries in the world. Sykes embarks on aroad
tripDNA testing kit in towinterviewing geneal ogists, anthropol ogists, and everyday Americans, tracing Americas
history along a double helix that stretches from the last Ice Age to the present day. What emergesis an unprecedented
look into Americas genetic mosaic that challenges the very notion of how we perceive race and what it means to be an
American. 8 pages of color; 8 pages of black-and-white illustrations

It may seem odd for the author of abook on human genetics and heredity to thank his travel agent in the
acknowledgments, but in the case of this hybrid work of science and cross-country reportage its afitting gesture Sykes
writes lucidly, creating his own unique mixture in a book that might be described as Travels With Charley meets The
Double Helix. - Abigail Meisel, New York Times Book As the author of The Seven Daughters of Eve and other
books, Sykesisan old hand at writing about genetics for the general public. His experience shows as he deftly
introduces highly technical information in reader-friendly ways During his journey, Sykes encounters people who
embrace DNA testing as away to clear up messy genealogical records. He also meets skeptics, who see the technol ogy
asaway to discredit their cultural heritage. Sykes doesnt shy away from these criticisms, presenting a well-balanced
view of the disparate attitudes. - Tina Hesman Saey, ScienceNewsAn authority on ancient DNA analysis, Sykes
provides a nontechnical introduction to how Y chromosomes and mitochondrial DNA may be used to reveal ancestral
heritage. Combining in-depth interviews with volunteers along with these genetic techniques, he attemptsto create a
biological portrait of the United States. These DNA portraitsillustrate the complexity of human inheritance and how
difficult it isto assign individuals to distinct groups. - Library Journal Starred review. Human genetics energetically
elucidated, entertaining travel writing, the fascinating personal stories of DNA volunteers, and Sykes candid musings
on his awakening to the complex emotional and social implications of hidden biological inheritances make for a
milestone book guaranteed to ignite spirited discussion. - Donna Seaman, BooklistAbout the AuthorBryan Sykes,
professor of human genetics at Oxford University, pioneered the use of DNA in exploring the human past. He is also
the founder and chairman of Oxford Ancestors (oxfordancestors.com), which helps individuals explore their genetic
roots using DNA. He is the author of Saxons, Vikings, and Celts; The Seven Daughters of Eve, a New Y ork Times
bestseller; and Adams Curse.



