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W Sullivan, Michael Ashburner, R Scott Hawley : Drosophila Protocols  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Drosophila Protocols: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive in scope, not quite enough detail.By A 
CustomerThis book is very impressive in scope, and (as other reviewers have said) IS indispensable for any 
Drosophila laboratory. It is a very valuable addition to every Drosophila laboratory. The book covers virtually every 
area of Drosophila work. Many of the topics discussed are cutting edge, such as the chapter on RNA interference, 
targeted cell ablation, and biochemical preparations from Drosophila (such as soluble nuclear extracts and membrane 
proteins). Overall I am very pleased with the book, and glad I bought it! One section of the book I find particularly 
useful is the beginners guide to the Drosophila genome project. This section overviews the information available from 
the recently completed Drosophila genome project. It tell us what kinds of information are available about the fly 
genome, how this information was collected, and where we can download it from the internet (complete with internet 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0879698276


web site addresses)! My only criticism of the book is a criticism which applies to ALL manuals published by the Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory Press: the protocols are too superficial, and not dealt with in sufficient detail to allow a 
novice to carry out these techniques (which is what a manual ideally SHOULD do). This has been true of all the 
CSHLP manuals I have seen. Conspicuously absent from the CSHL publications is a TROUBLESHOOTING section, 
which can be referred to if the researcher runs into problems. As we all know, there are many small (and seemingly 
trivial) details to any protocol which, if not carried out properly, can make or break an experiment. Some steps in a 
protocol are always more fastidious than others, and it is critical for us to know which steps can be done with a bucket 
and which steps require an eyedropper. For my money, the best and most comprehensive manual is the CURRENT 
PROTOCOLS IN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY manual (Wiley and Sons), which is updated regularly, and has extensive 
troubleshooting sections attached to each protocol. (They have recently come out with a companion manual dealing 
exclusively with protein techniques.) Also, I highly recommend the METHODS IN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY series 
(Humana Press) for its concise protocols and supplementary troubleshooting sections. If the researcher is familiar with 
the techniques the troubleshooting sections need not be consulted, but if the researcher is a novice the troubleshooting 
sections are invaluable. Unfortunately a Drosophila manual is not available from either of these publishers, but this 
CSHL manual makes a good substitute. I recommend this book for all Drosophilists!The complete index of 
DROSOPHILA PROTOCOLS (CSHLP) is available at the publishers website given below...0 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Comprehensive in scope, not quite enough detail.By A CustomerThis book is very 
impressive in scope, and (as other reviewers have said) IS indispensable for any Drosophila laboratory. It is a very 
valuable addition to every Drosophila laboratory. The book covers virtually every area of Drosophila work. Many of 
the topics discussed are cutting edge, such as the chapter on RNA interference, targeted cell ablation, and biochemical 
preparations from Drosophila (such as soluble nuclear extracts and membrane proteins). Overall I am very pleased 
with the book, and glad I bought it! One section of the book I find particularly useful is the beginners guide to the 
Drosophila genome project. This section overviews the information available from the recently completed Drosophila 
genome project. It tell us what kinds of information are available about the fly genome, how this information was 
collected, and where we can download it from the internet (complete with internet web site addresses)! My only 
criticism of the book is a criticism which applies to ALL manuals published by the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Press: the protocols are too superficial, and not dealt with in sufficient detail to allow a novice to carry out these 
techniques (which is what a manual ideally SHOULD do). This has been true of all the CSHLP manuals I have seen. 
Conspicuously absent from the CSHL publications is a TROUBLESHOOTING section, which can be referred to if the 
researcher runs into problems. As we all know, there are many small (and seemingly trivial) details to any protocol 
which, if not carried out properly, can make or break an experiment. Some steps in a protocol are always more 
fastidious than others, and it is critical for us to know which steps can be done with a bucket and which steps require 
an eyedropper. For my money, the best and most comprehensive manual is the CURRENT PROTOCOLS IN 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY manual (Wiley and Sons), which is updated regularly, and has extensive troubleshooting 
sections attached to each protocol. (They have recently come out with a companion manual dealing exclusively with 
protein techniques.) Also, I highly recommend the METHODS IN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY series (Humana Press) 
for its concise protocols and supplementary troubleshooting sections. If the researcher is familiar with the techniques 
the troubleshooting sections need not be consulted, but if the researcher is a novice the troubleshooting sections are 
invaluable. Unfortunately a Drosophila manual is not available from either of these publishers, but this CSHL manual 
makes a good substitute. I recommend this book for all Drosophilists!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
A must have for any Drosophila labBy A CustomerThis latest edition by Sullivan et al. is the best protocols manual for 
Drosophila that I've seen. It should be a staple for any fly lab. It provides the most up-to-date protocols for common 
techniques (ie staining, dissections, cytology) as well as more recent additions (i.e. DNA microarrays, neuroactive 
drugs, GFP reporters). Moreover, the protocols are clear, detailed, and easy to follow.

This exceptional laboratory manual describes thirty-seven procedures most likely to be used in the next decade for 
molecular, biochemical, and cellular studies on Drosophila. They were selected after extensive consultation with the 
research community and rigorously edited for clarity, uniformity, and conciseness. The outstanding features of this 
protocol collection are: Scope: The methods included permit investigation of chromosomes, cell biology, molecular 
biology, genomes, biochemistry, and development.Depth: Each protocol includes the basic information needed by 
novices, with sufficient detail to be valuable to experienced investigators.Format: Each method is carefully introduced 
and illustrated with figures, tables, illustrations, and examples of the data obtainable.Added value: The book's 
appendices include key aspects of Drosophila biology, essential solutions, buffers, and recipes. An evolution of 
Michael Ashburner's 1989 classic Drosophila: A Laboratory Manual, this book is an essential addition to the personal 
library of Drosophila investigators and an incomparable resource for other research groups with goals likely to require 
fly-based technical approaches.

If you are planning to do experiments using Drosophila over the next few years, you will find this greatly useful. 



Nature Cell Biology, The fly community is evolving, its tastes are becoming increasingly refined and its work 
becomes more interdisciplinary by the year. --Trends in Genetics 


