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This is a charming memoir of the recently deceased professor emeritus of biology at Yale University. In it, J. P. 
Trinkaus ("Trink") describes his upbringing, scientific education, research activities, and philosophy of his interesting 
life as one of America's most distinguished and beloved developmental biologists. Few scientists can match Trink's 
record of publication in eight decades, starting with his first research publication in 1939 and continuing until 2003 
with the posthumous publication of his life story. Through all these years, Trink used his extraordinary strength of 
character and dedication to science to investigate the mysteries of the development of early vertebrate embryos. Along 
the way, through his affiliations with Yale University and the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, MA, 
Trinkaus enriched the scientific and personal lives of countless friends, students, and colleagues. His scientific career 
extended from the classical period of experimental embryology to the modern day molecular approach to 
understanding problems of development.


